[image: image1.png]





The Globe

The Globe was built in 1599 by one of Shakespeare's associates, Cuthbert Burbage, the brother of the most famous Shakespearean actor of the Elizabethan Age, Richard Burbage. This was the Shakespeare's early period of writing. 

In 1613, the Globe Theatre burned to the ground when a cannon shot during a performance of Henry VIII started fire on the roof of the gallery, which was made of straw. The company completed a new Globe on the old foundations before Shakespeare's death. It continued operating for over 20 years. In 1642 the Puritans closed the Globe down (and all the other theatres and places, where people could be entertained). Puritans destroyed the building two years later in 1644 to build a large block of apartments. The Globe disappeared for the next 352 years.

The foundations of the Globe were rediscovered in 1989.The newest Globe Theatre was completed in 1996. The Globe Theatre is a faithful reconstruction of an Elizabethan-era public open-air playhouse designed in 1599, where Shakespeare worked and for which he wrote many of his greatest plays. Queen Elizabeth II officially opened the theatre on June 12, 1997 with a play of Henry V. 


Nowadays audiences of this wooden theatre sit in a gallery or stand informally, just as people did 400 years ago.
The Globe Theatre is situated in the Southwark district of London.
